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  Tower Notes –April 2019    

      Celebrating 174 years of Community Based Ministry 

 

 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 

      An Open & Affirming and Immigrant Welcoming Church 
54 South Jackson Street, Janesville, Wisconsin 53548 

Telephone:   (608) 752-8716 

E-mail:  firstcon@janesvilleucc.org      Website:  www.janesvilleucc.org 

Like us on Facebook: Janesville UCC 

Rev. Tanya Sadagopan      

E-mail: firstconpastor@janesvilleucc.org 

 

  
 

 

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous. Praise befits the upright.  Praise the Lord with the lyre; make melody to 

him with the harp of ten strings. Sing to him a new song!  Psalm 33:1-3 NRSV 

Good people, cheer God!  Right-living people sound best when praising.  Use guitars to reinforce your 

Hallelujahs!  Play his praise on a grand piano!  Invent your own new song to him; give him a trumpet fanfare.  

Psalm 33:1-3 The Message 

Greetings Members and Friends of Janesville UCC, First Congregational Church! 

What is your new song to sing to the LORD this year?  What is the melody in your heart?  Here we are 

dancing with tambourines and trumpets, singing with grand pianos and flutes because of what God has 

done in our midst!  Join in the song and dance this month! 

We have so much to celebrate in April.  We will welcome guests on April 7th as we dedicate our new 

Grand Piano and the two new Stained-glass windows.  We are very grateful to our donors and their 

families for these amazing gifts to the life of our sanctuary—the families of Kay & Robert Mork, 

Darlene McWilliams, Garnett Nobiensky and Marian Briggs.   

Palm Sunday April 14th we will begin our Holy Week Adventures with the children parading with 

palms and singing.  New members will be welcomed into the life of the church on that day as well.   

Holy Week we will share in the re-enactment of Jesus last supper with the women and disciples on 

Maundy Thursday at 6:30!  We are looking for actors—speaking and non-speaking parts for all ages.  

This moving drama will include special prayer and meditation stations making it a multi-sensory 

worship experience.   

Good Friday we will begin our 24 hour prayer vigil with family oriented stations designed to deepen 

our spiritual journey—take time to read, to color, to pray, to explore your faith in a new way.  New 

stations are added this year from each of our Ministries.  Drop in hours will be from 12 noon on Friday 

until 12 midnight, and then again from 5 am – 12 noon.  Take a spiritual walk on our labyrinth.  Put a 

reminder in your calendar to stop by and take a break. 

   Pastor’s Message 
 

mailto:firstcon@janesvilleucc.org
http://www.janesvilleucc.org/
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Easter April 21st we will celebrate with trumpet and brass, organ and piano the joy of NEW LIFE and 

the resurrection of Jesus!   

Plan to join us every week and take some time out to grow spiritually during our incredible Holy Week 

activities this year.   

With gratitude and love, 

Pastor Tanya 

Worship in April 
 

 

April 7:    Theme: Piano & Stained Glass Dedication   April 21:   Theme: Easter  

            Liturgist: Peter Berg                  Liturgist: Nathan Roehl  

        Coffee Hour: Dedication Reception                     

                                        

April 14:   Theme: Palm Sunday; New Members        April 28:  Theme: CROP Walk Sunday 

                  Liturgist:      Liturgist: 

                  Coffee Hour:  Membership Ministry     Coffee Hour: Outreach Ministry 

 

April 18:   Theme: Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm 

   

            

       

                   

         

 
Thank you to our ushers in March: Sriram Sadagopan, Barb Cullen, Jim Gay, Gary Teubert,  

Blake & Julie Budrow  
 

Thank you to March coffee hour hosts: Joan Kalweit, Jeanine Fry, Dawn Endl, Lisa Koski,  

Don & Ruth Robinson, Consistory   
 

Thank you to March liturgists: Wayne Olson, Pat Scott, Nathan Roehl 
 

Thank you to all the acolytes, greeters, and extra ushers for stepping up at the last minute. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Tower Notes: 

  Articles due  ~  April 22 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjj-IO9jJHhAhWlpYMKHVHeDQEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.churchart.com/easter-sunday-clipart.aspx&psig=AOvVaw3goTIVFv04EYbVZ15YTCWQ&ust=1553184277620012
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April BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

2    Dot Anglemoyer       6    Todd Slack     20  Jason Knutson              

2    Dick Skyles       9    Steve Essen       21  Mary Hausner 

3    Julie Eide         12  Barbara Bendlin     23  George Tucker 

3    Kira Myers         17  Diann Condon     26  Doug Newton 

4    Gillian McCabe        17  Brandon Hemm     27  Gwen Daluge 

4    Betty Willing   18  Jacob Slack     20  Nandini Sadagopan 

5    Aly & Ty Slack   20  Karen Atkins 

 

April ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

1    Dave & Jean Schollmeier 

22  Quinton & Karissa Greer 

28  Cory & Wendy Carlson     

           

                       

         
 

  As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. Our total contribution 

for March was 106 pounds.  Thank you to everyone who contributed food and 

money.   

         Life is an echo.. 
         what you send out,  

           you get back! 
ECHO April Needs 

Money     Toothbrushes   
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products  
Spaghetti sauce    Deodorant   

Mac & Cheese    Dish soap              

Brown paper bags    Shampoo            
Breakfast bars    Laundry Soap         
Hamburger Helper    Twisty Ties   

Razors     Tuna 

Toilet Paper     Diapers (size 306) 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your name ever gets missed from 

the birthday or anniversary list, 

please let Becky know. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+wedding+rings&id=74B8D90005EB40E896B926C46C1F2D7BECEF7A4D&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=8CF9F2BEDE012277A2693A63CE790C65E3305A5C&selectedIndex=98
http://echojanesville.org/
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Seekers book club will be reading Outlandish in April to 

coincide with Pastor Tanya’s discussions on Sundays at 9:00.    

They meet at 4:00 on Thursdays in the office area.  If you 
have questions about Seekers, contact Larry Barton at 
lwbarton@charter.net  

 

  

 

 

 

           

          

    

        Uncork and Unwind Gathering 

            Friday, May 17th 5:00-7:00  
 

A ticketed kick-off event to raise funds for First Congregational 
175th Anniversary  

 

We will have a selection of red and white wines, (non-alcoholic 
beverages too) as well as an assortment of tasting plates filled 

with cheese, crackers, and chocolate desserts.   
 

A perfect pairing to this event is poetry. 

Poems can be words of encouragement that uplift your soul and 
bring hope to your heart or … 

Read your favorite poem or if you feel inspirited, write your own 
and be ready to share with the group. 

  

Everyone is welcome to join us for this unique gathering! 

        The cost is $25 a person 
 

       *Event will be held in Upper Chapel 

                 

 

               

Thought for the month:  God never promised the absence of storms in our life.  

But he does promise to walk with us through them. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjYxK26zJ3hAhXFrIMKHTfvAPsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://memegene.net/wallpaper-6847024&psig=AOvVaw1zWtF2A08Et3QmIKAAkWLK&ust=1553613735772405
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Sunday School and Youth Group News 
 

All Children’s Processional Palm Sunday- April 14, come at 9:15 

Hosanna! The children will process down the aisles and then celebrate Jesus’s 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem with song.  Families- Please gather at 9:15 to 

prepare on this day. 
 

Easter Sunday is April 21st  

We will offer a special lesson to children and will dismiss at the end of the worship 

service. Children are also welcome to stay and worship with their families on this 

special day of celebration.   

 

 Crop Walk is Sunday, April 28th 1:00 p.m. at Cargill United 
Methodist Church 

 Did you know that here in Janesville there are families that do not know where 

they will find food for their next meal?   

 Did you know that in some villages in Africa, girls have to walk for miles each day 

to provide water for their families? 

Please walk for Crop Walk 2019 and raise money to end hunger in Janesville and in the world!   Please contact 

Jill Gant at 608-868-3437 by April 8th to let her know you will be walking. Plan to get sponsors for your walk, 

and you can choose how long you will walk for on the day of the event (2K, 5K, or 10K).   Come join the fun! 

 
 

Youth Group will meet and have lunch on April 28th from 11:30-12:30 and 

then go to the CROP Walk together.  Please RSVP to Jamie at 

firstconce@janesvilleucc.org by April 20th for lunch planning 

 

 

Pew penny for youth group MAY 5-19  

Which section will take the coveted honor this year?  Same rules as usual- pennies and paper 

money count positively and silver takes away from your section’s jar.  Donations will be used 

for Youth mission and fellowship activities throughout the year.   

 
 

CALLING ALL YOUTH AGES 13-18 TO YOUTH@SYNOD IN MILWAUKEE JUNE 21-25 
Youth@Synod is an official outreach of the United Church of Christ's General Synod 
which is held biennially and is open to all youth between the ages of 13 and 18 years.  
General Synod 2019 will take place June 21 through June 25, 2019 in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin. The theme of General Synod 2019 is, Shine!, based on Matthew 5:16 “In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Creator in heaven.” This is an incredible opportunity for youth to experience what the United 
Church of Christ is like beyond our local church and to see firsthand what the national and wider settings of the 
United Church of Christ are all about. For more details, contact Jamie Dieckhoff or 
https://www.synod2019.org/en/uccsynod2019/Youth-Synod 

mailto:firstconce@janesvilleucc.org
https://www.synod2019.org/en/uccsynod2019/Youth-Synod
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Consistory News from March 26 

Not available at press time. 

 
 
Our church was featured twice in March in the Janesville Gazette 
newspaper.  Once for the installation of the new stained glass windows, and 
once for the New Zealand Christchurch prayer vigil held on Tuesday March 
19. The vigil was hosted by Pastor Tanya and Salih Erschen, community 
leader of the Janesville Muslim Dawa Circle.  Here are pictures from the 
vigil which were also shown on TV: 

 
    
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  Photos from Janesville Gazette 
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FROM OUTREACH:   
 

Immigrant Welcoming Learning Opportunity 
a public forum sponsored by League of Women Voters Janesville and UW-Whitewater/Rock County History 

Department 
 

  The History of Citizenship and U.S. Immigration Policy 

  Beatrice McKenzie, Professor American History at Beloit College 

  When:  Wednesday April 10, 6:30 PM 

  Where:   UWW at Rock County Campus 

 

Race: The Power of an Illusion 
League of Women Voters of Janesville is hosting a public discussion on the following dates at 

Basics Cooperative Community Room.    10 AM to Noon.   

A 1 hour PBS program will be shown, followed by discussion 
 

Saturday April 13, 2019.   The Story We Tell   
This program provides the historical context for race in North America, including when and how the idea got 
started and why it took such a hold over our minds. 
 

Saturday May 11, 2019.  The House We Live In      
This program spotlights how our social institutions "make" race by providing different groups vastly different 
life chances even today. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to John Mansur who received a citizens award from 
the Janesville Police Department’s Citizen’s Law Enforcement Service Award 
for his work in the Fourth Ward. 
 
Thank you from Kay Deupree: 

 

“Thank you for the generous contribution of paying for printing our ‘spring’ 

4
th

 ward NAT (Neighborhood Action Team) newsletter. It is being delivered by 9 

residents to every household in the ward (1200 copies).  You are appreciated.” 

 
Opportunities in Giving! 
The Outreach Ministry is looking for Volunteers to place books in Our Church’s, “Little Libraries.” One 
near the Court St. Entrance & a future site on the corner of Jackson & McKinley Streets. 
Our source is supplied by the Congregation and from the Mary Hunt Peace Library. 
Old and used books are needed to continue this particular Outreach to our neighborhood.  We would 
like to focus on “Light Reading Materials; i.e old Reader’s Digests, fictional 
novels, but any appropriate reading type of books are welcome. 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwitpPT4kP3gAhVo04MKHaS0BTsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/544161567467067053/&psig=AOvVaw2kYLR0dX5xoXiIXQNCSQlI&ust=1552498284511630
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjDlIPMjZHhAhUUiIMKHS1lBrkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps://gallery.yopriceville.com/Free-Clipart-Pictures/Easter-Pictures-PNG/Easter_Eggs_and_Flowers_PNG_Clipart_Picture%26psig%3DAOvVaw3goTIVFv04EYbVZ15YTCWQ%26ust%3D1553184277620012&psig=AOvVaw3goTIVFv04EYbVZ15YTCWQ&ust=1553184277620012
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Outreach Ministry Committee learned some Refugee and Immigrant 

Facts at the March Milwaukee seminar: 

1.)  Milwaukee has likely the largest Rohingya refugee community in the 
United States. 

2.)  Climate refugees are on the increase.  50% of the populations in the 
Caribbean and the Pacific Island states live within 1.5 km of the shoreline, 
and the seas are rising. 

Article in Janesville Gazette about our new stained glass windows. 

To read article, go to this website (copy and paste this address):  

https://www.gazettextra.com/news/local/telling-women-s-stories-first-congregational-church-

unveils-two-new/article_57fcc0fc-67ce-52c3-8a74-af035229b58e.html 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us 

Sunday, April 7
th
 at 10:00 am 

To praise God in a service of dedication for 

our new Shigeru Kawai Grand Piano and  

two Tiffany style stained glass windows made 

possible by the Marian Briggs,  

Darlene McWilliams, Kay Mork, and  

Garnet Nobiensky memorials. 
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https://www.gazettextra.com/content/tncms/live/#4
https://www.gazettextra.com/content/tncms/live/#2
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GOOD FRIDAY 24 HOUR VIGIL 

Lent is a time of slowing down and reflecting on Jesus' life and sacrifice for us. It is also a 

time to meditate on how we can better live our lives as followers of His teachings. Holy week is the 

culmination of Lent when we recognize Maundy Thursday, the day of His Last Supper; Good 

Friday, the day of His crucifixion; then, the Easter Sunday celebration of His Resurrection. 

     Beginning at noon on Good Friday, April 19, the Upper Chapel will be open for a 24 hour 

vigil for reflection and prayer. When you arrive, there will be a host to welcome you. There are 

several ways people prefer to meditate and reflect. So there are many stations allowing for a variety 

of types of meditation or just a time of quiet reflection. You can stay a few minutes or a couple 

hours, whichever brings you peace. Under the guidance of Jamie, the chapel is transformed into 

many areas that offer a variety of ways to focus and reflect. Quiet music, reading, prayer stations, a 

labyrinth, and art are some of the areas that have been provided in the past. Families are welcome 

as there are quiet activities for the children also, plus snacks and water are provided for all. Those 

who have visited this space have felt the peaceful reflection that this time brings. 

         This year, the Ministries have been invited to actively participate with each designing a 

space of their choosing. We invite you all to visit this sacred space at this sacred time to pause and 

reflect.  

     If you wish to host this event, by yourself or as a couple/family, for an hour or two, please 

contact Pat Scott of Parish Care; ptscott13@yahoo.com or 608-466-7178. (the overnight hours 

from midnight to 5 a.m. are done in prayer and meditation at home).  There will also be a sign-up 

sheet in the Fireside Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, April 3, 6:00. 

Discussion topic is:  “How do the arts increase 
your connection to God?” 

Let us know if you would like child care for  

that evening. 

mailto:ptscott13@yahoo.com
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      SAVE THE DATE       

       Sunday April 28
th

 1:00     

      for more information check out this website:  
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/janesvillewi 
          
Have family and friends sponsor you with a donation.  Not walking, but want to support it 
financially?  3 ways to help: 

1. Cash – put in envelope, they are available in Fireside Room. Give to Jill Gant. 

2. Check – make out to CWS/CROP.  Give to Jill Gant. 

3. Pay online www.crophungerwalk.org/janesvillewi 

 Click on “Donate” near top of screen 

 Choose your team, “First Congregational Janesville” 

 Provide donation amount and payment method 
 

$24.00 buys chickens for a family 

$64.00 buys chickens, gardening materials and clean water access for a family. 

 

 

The next Community Meal will be held on Saturday 

April 6
th

 at 4:00.  The menu will be chicken tater tot 

casserole, apple sauce, green salad, bread sticks, 

brownies, and a beverage.   

Contact Bonnie Stalker or Nancy Stabb for more 

information or to help out.  

 

We are signed up for 3 individual nights to serve at GIFTS in 2019. They 

are all Wednesdays, May 1st, August 7th, and November 6th. Please let 

John Mansur know if you would like to help with any of those nights and 

please let Janet Hay know if you would like to help with food. We will 

need volunteers from the time men are checked in until they leave the 

following morning. GIFTS is having a volunteer orientation on Thursday, 

April 18th at 6pm with a tour of the facility, answer any questions, and 

provide dinner for volunteers. John Mansur is planning on attending, please 

let him know if you would like to  attend as well.  Thanks 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/janesvillewi
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/janesvillewi
http://chwresources17.wpengine.com/
https://www.gifts-shelter.org/
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 
54 South Jackson Street, Janesville, Wisconsin 53548 

Telephone:   (608) 752-8716 

            An Open & Affirming and      

Immigrant Welcoming Church    

E-Mail:  firstcon@janesvilleucc.org      Website:  www.janesvilleucc.org 

Like us on Facebook: Janesville UCC 
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 1 pm; Closed Fridays 

 
 

Ministers   All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor    Rev. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Coordinator Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director   Dr. Brian Knutson 

Organist   David Newman 

Secretary   Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper   Denise Caldwell 

Custodian   Andrew Driscoll 

Nursery Coordinator  Katie Keim 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Mike Rundle 

 Treasurer                                 Bo Klotz 

 Finance Chair John Merz 

 Gardener Carole Kies 

 Lawn Mowing                        Schollmeiers, Hays, Greg Shebesta, Mark Carlson, Bill Williams,  

  Ian & Dave Groth   

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image+of+current+postage+stamp&view=detailv2&&id=023616C38C819C6F8BCC9D77A006663A28AC2320&selectedIndex=0&ccid=LQCPuoIX&simid=608040518329893749&thid=OIP.M2d008fba8217e2ce753aa1e10524f4a9H0
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiqgYqoj5HhAhWr5IMKHTJeANwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/266345765432991082/&psig=AOvVaw2yhAIQOl419QZfTBXKSMEo&ust=1553184854937316

